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Hello, my name is Stephen Taylor, and I’m the Director of Innovation in Learning & 
Teaching here at the Western Academy of Beijing.

This short video is to introduce some of the approaches to learning we will take over 
the coming year, to ensure an experience that is positive for all learners and their fam-
ilies, and which helps us meet our mission as a school. 

Through the summer, we have been reflecting on our past years’ experience, as well 
as learning more about designing and implementing a high-quality model of hybrid 
learning. We are informed by our three IB Programme frameworks and supported by 
the Global Online Academy, a world leader in online and hybrid learning. 

A hybrid approach doesn’t just mean online learning. It means we can build from 
strong foundations in learning but be flexible as we meet the needs of our students 
through the design of learning engagements that makes the most of the environment 
where they are. Through taking a hybrid approach to learning, we aim to ensure ac-
cess to interactive, engaging, and high-quality learning for all of our students. 

For students in Beijing, in-person learning will be prioritized to be interactive and make 
use of our facilities and classes. For students outside Beijing, it will not only be online 
learning, and the experience will include as much high-quality offline engagement as 
possible. 

For all of our learners, we will ensure quality through choice, interaction, feedback, 
and community connections. Social-emotional and academic support through men-
toring and learning communities will help all students feel connected and cared for. 

With a streamlined approach to technology systems, all learning will be hosted online 
for ease of access. During the August orientation and planning period, WAB faculty 
will develop professionally through training in our tools, as well as in the collaborative 
design of engaging, joyful, and flexible curriculum experiences. 

Professional development for our teachers will continue throughout the school year, 
and we will continue to build upon and champion our teachers’ expertise, as well as 
engaging external global experts. 

WAB believes strongly in parent engagement in learning and development, and 
throughout the year, we will provide opportunities for parent workshops and feed-
back to help us all support our children. 

We look forward to learning with you in this new school year, and we hope that you 
are safe and happy wherever you are. 

In the meantime, don’t forget we have curated a summer learning resources site at 
library.wab.edu/summer to share access to all of our subscriptions and suggestions for 
summer learning and activities to support your family at home. 
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